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SUMMERTIME IN 
THE GARDEN 

 

Newsletter Features: 
Landscape Industry News 

Lifestyle & Landscape Trends 
Landscape Tips 

Summer Savings Specials 
 

The greatest gift of the garden  

is the restoration o f the five senses.    
~Hanna Rion  

 

 
 
 
 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4100 S. Maple Rd. 

Ann Arbor, MI 48108 

Phone (734) 213-6911 

Fax (734) 213-1064 

Visit us on the web! 

www.twinoakslandscape.biz 

 

 

The high level road to 

service is traveled with 

integrity, compassion and 

uƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΧtŜƻǇƭŜ 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ 

we know until they know 

how much we care. 

 

 

Did you know? 

We offer the following maintenance service 

programs: 

 

ü Spring and Fall Clean-up  

ü Beautification 

ü Maintenance Pruning 

ü Irrigation/Sprinkler  

ü Mowing 

ü Lawn and Plant Care 

ü Site Care (weed control, flowers, mulch) 

ü Paver Restorations 

ü Winter Services 
 

Did you also know? 

We have dedicated project teams that specialize  

in the installation of custom landscapes,  

as designed by our Designer/Consultant.   

Some of our specialties include: 

 

ü Patios & courtyards, terraces & verandas 

ü Pool/spa decks & outdoor fire pits 

ü Walkways and garden paths 

ü Porch veneers and columns 

ü Seating benches 

ü Garden walls and privacy screenings 

 

For more information, contact us at  

customerservice@twinoakslandscape.biz. 

Our representatives will be in touch. 

http://www.twinoakslandscape.biz/
mailto:customerservice@twinoakslandscape.biz


Landscape Industry News 

Scale Species are Prominent 

Calico scale (see picture below) is catching peoplesô attention in southern Michigan. A few years ago, it was 
noticed that an attractively striped scale insect was causing problems on trees like maple and elm, as well as, 

pear, dogwood and crabapple. Mary Wilson (Master Gardener 
Coordinator and Consumer Horticulture AOE co-chair) reported a flood of 
phone calls coming in to the Oakland County MSU Extension office about 
calico scale. Calico scale has one generation per year, with the crawlers 
emerging in June or early July. The rapidly growing female scales produce 
copious amounts of honeydew in May and June before eggs are 
produced. Honeydew is the sugary liquid waste produced by scales as 
they siphon and digest large volumes of tree sap in order to obtain the 
amount of protein they need to grow. The honeydew rains down on 
leaves, and anything standing, sitting or parked under the tree. In a few 
days a black fungus, called sooty mold, begins to grow on the honeydew, 
sometimes turning the upper surface of leaves black. When the eggs 
hatch in June, tiny oval-shaped and flattened crawlers will emerge and 
crawl to the leaves to settle and begin feeding. They feed all summer, 

growing to a length of 2-3 mm by the end of the summer. In the fall, the young scales move from the leaves to 
twigs and branches where they spend the winter. In May, the scales grow rapidly to a length of 5-7 mm.  
 
Cottony maple scale (on silver maples and honey locust) and several Lecanium 
scale spp. (on oak, hickory, ash, birch, beech, honey locust, yews, arborvitae, and 
many others) have a similar life cycle to the calico scale. Honeydew is produced in 
abundance in May and June and crawlers emerge in June and early July. Outbreaks 
of all of these scale insects are associated with a lack of natural enemies that usually 
keep them under control. Small black ladybird beetles (twice-stabbed) and small 
parasitic wasps are among the most important natural enemies. Populations of scale 
insects in forest and woodlots tend to rise and fall in cycles of four to 10 years, 
depending mostly on natural enemies. However, some outbreaks have been 
observed to be much more severe in mosquito spray zones, nurseries, or other 
places where repeated insecticide applications may suppress natural enemies.  
 
What can you do? Individual trees can be treated with a basal-applied soil systemic 
insecticide, by trunk injection, or by a foliar spray applied during crawler emergence. Homeowners have two 
options for treating small trees (less than a 15-inch diameter trunk) themselves: Bayer Tree and Shrub Insect 
Control applied around the base of the tree in early May of each year, or ACECAP implants, which are tapped 
into the trunk after drilling holes according to the instructions, also in early May of each year. Larger trees 
should be treated by a tree care professional. They can apply Merit or Xytect as a basal soil treatment each 
spring or make a trunk injection treatment with an imidacloprid product. Research tests are now underway to 
evaluate the use of Safari and TREEage for control of soft scale insects. 
Source:  Michigan State University IPMR May 09 
 
July is Smart Irrigation Month 

Smart Irrigation month is an opportunity to let homeowners and consumers know that this industry wide effort 
to increase public awareness of water-use efficiency is imperative to the future of our water supply. Irrigation 
companies and professionals throughout the industry support Smart Irrigation month by providing real 
solutions to today's water challenges and by acting as leaders in water conservation.  Ask us about our 
Irrigation Program ï Water Optimization Package at customerservice@twinoakslandscape.biz.  We offer a 
$25 savings for upgrade to the Optimization Package (existing customers).  For new customers, see the 
Summer Specials section of this newsletter. 
 

 

mailto:customerservice@twinoakslandscape.biz


 

Lifestyle and Landscape Trends 
Staycation Source in 2008 = gas prices 

Staycation Source in 2009 = Michigan economy 
 
A staycation (or stay-cation, or stacation) is a period of time in which an individual 
or family stays at home and relaxes at home ï Wikipedia 
 
Adding value to your home, for a more marketable time period and to currently enjoy 
your own outdoor living space, have become a focus by many Michiganders. Why 
not create an own oasis in your own backyard.   

 
With the Michigan economy affecting us all, many homeowners are choosing a staycation for the summer of 
2009. Everyone is feeling the effects, but everyone deserves a vacation. If we can no longer drive or fly to 
paradise, why not make your home environment a personal paradise. Invest in your home; create an outdoor 
environment to enjoy today and for years to come. Our inspired designers can bring your ideas to life.  
 
Make being at home a whole new experience with a creative addition to your outdoor space.  Family and 
friends have never been more important, and we are ready to transform your yard into a place they all want to 
spend time. We can bring brick paver patios, seating walls, fire pits, built in grills, built in bars, fire places and 
more in to your outdoor environment, creating an additional living space. 
 

 While the US demand for landscape products is forecast to increase through the year 2013, 

coinciding with the expectation that the housing market is then expect to be recovered. Lifestyle 

trends focus on family and staying at home assist in this forecast, as homeowners look for 

avenues to maximize their homeôs potential by primarily creating outdoor living spaces.   
 Source:  MarketResearch, Freedonia 2009. 

 

 Outdoor living spaces, how is this defined and how can you get your hands on one?  

Well, the answer is simple: Schedule a get-together with our Consultant & Designer, Dan 

 

What is involved in a get-together? Well, it is the first step in establishing our relationship.  

Dan will visit with you to understand your thoughts and dreams for your space, as well as provide consultation 

on the latest trends and products that follow suit and coincide with your homeôs architecture and your style. He 

will provide guidance on all aspects of landscape, including the following: 

 Water Features ï ponds and fountains, reducing unwanted nearby noise and promote tranquility 

 Lighting Features ï energy saving technology accenting pathways, ornamentals and water features 

 Hardscapes ï paver patios and walkways, as well as outdoor fireplaces and grills 

 Structures ï gazebos, arches and pergolas creating oasis-like atmosphere 

 Softscapes ï ornamental shrubs, trees and grasses, flowers through an original design 

 

If you would like to contact him, please email him at dan@twinoakslandscape.biz or call 734-213-6911. 
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Landscape Tips 
 
 

Why ring my tree? 
It is highly recommended that a mulched or similar type cover be used at the base of all trees with a 
natural or defined boarder edging. The basic reason for this is so that the tree maintains its rightful 
moisture and nutrition level.  When grass roots, and other plants, are in close proximity to the base of 
a tree, the grass roots take away moisture and nutrients from the tree. The base of the tree is similar 
to a mouth, and its essentials are delivered to the rest of the tree through the base. Secondly, if 
grass is near the base of trees, when grass trimming is done, the grass trimmer may strike the base 
of the tree, causing irreversible damage and weakening.  Protection for trees, arguably the most 
valuable part of a landscape, is imperative. 
 
We recommend that most deciduous trees (non-evergreen) should have at a 2ô to 3ô minimal 
diameter tree ring.  Depending on the growth pattern, some will require a larger mulch ring.  The 
addition of plants at the base of the tree is not usually recommended. 
 
We recommend the evergreen trees should have a tree ring base the matches the width of the 
lowest branch, if it is allowed to grow to the ground.  For larger evergreens, this base could be as 
large as 20-30ô.  The mulch ring should be expanded as it grows. 
 
In essence, all landscape plants and trees should be mulched regularly.  Your plants will love you for 
it. 
 

When creating a ring around your tree, assure that whatever ground cover you are using (mulch, 
compost or rock), that these products to not touch the base of the tree. The base of the tree should 
not be in contact with anything, and view of the entire ring should look like that of a donut, not a 
volcano. 
 

 

 
 

Diagram of mulching a tree ring. 



 

 

 

 

LANDSCAPE TIPS (continue) 
 

Deadheading  

Why should I deadhead flowers? 

There are a couple of big reasons why you should deadhead spent blooms.  

First, and foremost, deadheading will promote new flower growth. All things in 
nature have a built in desire to reproduce offspring. Flower plants are no exception. Inside of the flower is 
where the seeds are produced to create the next generation of plants. Once they have been produced, the 
plant has satisfied its need to reproduce. At that time, flower production stops. Sometimes the life cycle is 
complete, and the plant dies. 

By deadheading the blooms, you trick the plant into believing that its reproductive task is 
not yet accomplished. Often, the plant will then produce another series of flowers.  

Dead flowers lose their color, dry up, and in general, 
begin to look ugly. So, reason number two to 
deadhead flowers is pretty obvious. It will make your 
plant look better and overall spruce up the appearance 
of your flower bed. Many gardeners will take this as an 
opportunity to trim and reshape the plant into an 
attractive shape. 

 

When Should I Deadhead my Flowers? 

It is usually best to remove spent bloom as soon as the flower has 
begins to fade or dies. Some flowers, like Lilacs and other flowering 
perennials need to be removed immediately after blooming, or you risk 
trimming off next year's blooms. 

 

 

How Do I Deadhead my Flowers? 

Most flowers and flowering plants can be deadheaded by simply pinching off the dead flower with your 
fingertips. For perennial flowers, you should remove the dead flower (even though another may not produce 
within the same season) by hand.  Once the foliage has wilted/browned, the stems can be removed. While 
deadheading may be time consuming and tedious, the professionals of Twin Oaks Landscape can take care 
of it for you through our Beautification Package program. Please contact us at 
customerservice@twinoakslandscape.biz for more information. 

 

mailto:customerservice@twinoakslandscape.biz


 

Summer Savings Specials 

Valid for 2009 only 

 

20% off custom Landscape Design.   

 

20% off Paver Maintenance, including sealing and sand sweeping services.   

 

$25.00 off upgrade to Irrigation Optimization Package (existing customers) 

 

$50.00 off 2009 Fall Irrigation System Shut Down for new customers that sign a 2010 

Irrigation Program Agreement ($120.00).  

 

Interest or further information on any of these Specials, call 734-213-6911 or email to 

customerservice@twinoakslandscape.biz 

 

 

We hope you enjoyed Twin Oaks LandscapeΩǎ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǘǘŜǊ. We need your 

help to continue sending similar newsletters. Please e-mail us at 

newsletter@twinoakslandscape.biz with any ideas of subjects of interest 

to you.     

 

Twin Oaks Landscape, Inc. 

4100 S. Maple Rd. 

Ann Arbor, MI 48108 

(734) 213-6911 

        customerservice@twinoakslandscape.biz 

mailto:customerservice@twinoakslandscape.biz
mailto:newsletter@twinoakslandscape.biz
mailto:customerservice@twinoakslandscape.biz

